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If you are in need of help or advice from our Development  
Workers please contact them via their mobile phones or the 

main office number 028 3755 2103 
Website: www.cacd.org.uk  

Facebook: County Armagh Community Development      

The Connect2Gether Project for 
2023/2024 has completed the first part 
of the programme with participants  
enjoying 6 dance lessons learning a mix 
of Scottish Country and Irish Country 
Folk  Dances. The final networking 
event was the groups from Portadown 
and Clones coming together in  
Markethill for a dance and social time. 
This was very well attended and good 
fun for the participants. Thank you to 
both tutors, Jinty Anderson and Marie 
Phelan, for their flexibility and time over 
the last 7 weeks and to IFI for providing 
funding for such an enjoyable event.   
For those who have expressed an interest in next stages of the 
programme Alan will be in touch with details soon. 
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CACD Information Evening in Armagh Orange Hall 
After our successful funding events in September we felt it would 
be good to showcase the work of CACD.  Three groups, who 
have had help with good governance, training and support with 
their funding applications,  gave an overview of help received from 
CACD and how their organisation was benefiting from this. There 
was a presentation of services available from Schomberg House, 
a report from David McMullen on some of the activities of CACD during 2022/2023, 
words of encouragement from one of our Directors, Denis Watson and also William 
Moorcroft our Chairman. This was followed by a time of networking and light supper. 

Recycling Spectacles.  
The Armagh and Portadown 
branches of Gordons  
Chemists have teamed up 
with Banbridge Lions Club to 
help people in the developing 
world see more clearly. They 
are accepting unwanted  
spectacles to help developing 
countries. Please check your 
local Gordon’s chemist if they 
have a recycling bin for any 
spectacles you want to recycle. 
There is also a bin in Fairbairn’s 
opticians, Banbridge and Newry 
branch. The other main glasses 
companies also have a facility to 
recycle 
glasses 
within 
their 
stores. 
 

It has been a busy few months with Safeguarding Children training courses. We are 
planning 2 more courses, one full course (3 sessions) at the end of January in the 
Loughgall area and a zoom refresher course to catch up those people who need their 
certificate renewed (after 3 years). In the new financial year we intend to organise a  
Designated Safeguarding child officer and an Adult Awareness course.  
We have also an opportunity for a refresher course in Food hygiene which would be 
suitable for catering in the community. Again it will be held in early February. 
Please let me know if you are interested in completing any of these courses 
as it is important to have as many as possible at these courses . Please  
contact Lottie at admin@cacd.org.uk to express your interest. 

Another good attendance at the latest talk in the 
"Museum of Orange  
Heritage" at Sloan's House 
by Quincey Dougan, this time 
on "The Armagh Volunteers". 
As always, a very interesting 
and informative talk with a 
good discussion afterwards. 

Farm Families First Aid 
We recently had a great opportunity to 
offer First Aid Awareness Training to 
Farm Families through Global Horizon Skills. The 
participants had a very productive and useful session 
in Cladymore Presbyterian Church Hall with an  
excellent trainer and covered similar topics to a  
normal First Aid course with a more farming accident slant put on things.  
The evening was well attended and very beneficial to those who attended. 
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Marlacoo Rural Association  
Marlacoo Orange Hall 

Saturday 30th December 23 
At 8.30pm till late 

Music By Eric Clydesdale 
Supper included 

All welcome.   
Pay at door 



Principal  
funders:  

 

The Rural Action Awards Scheme has reopened for applications and have a further 
3 awards available for this intake which closes for applications on 20

th
 December 2023.   

Rural community-based organisations in Northern Ireland, or the border region of Ireland 
have the opportunity to apply for and be in with a chance of 
securing £1000 or €1000 towards their chosen community 
project. For Terms & Conditions and how to apply visit 
www.ruralaction.co 

Update on National Lottery Funding 
On 15 November 2023 National Lottery Awards For All is 
changing. From then you will: 
•            be able to apply for up to £20,000 in a single award 
•            be able to get your project funded for up to two years 
•            no longer be able to hold more than one National Lottery Awards for All grant at 
      a time. 
This is different to what’s currently available. On 15 November this change will double 
the amount you can apply for, as well as how long will be given to fund a project and the 
number of National Lottery Awards for All grants you can have at one time. For more in-
formation, visit the National Lottery website here https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/
funding/northern-ireland 

Newry Mourne and Down District Council Financial Assistance 
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council operates a number of grants 
and financial assistance programmes to contribute towards community 
projects. A number of funding programmes is expected to open again in 
December. https://www.newrymournedown.org/residents-grants-and-funding 

Ageism Action Day Grant 
The Action Day is on 20th March 2024, and will happen every 
year around the same time.  Grants of up to £500 are available 
Groups can choose to mark the day as they would like, using 
the theme “see and be seen” as inspiration.  
The deadline for applications is 10th January 2024 but we may have to close early if we 
receive a high level of demand so we encourage you to submit as early as possible.  
Information session on Friday 8th December between 10am and 11am or Thursday 14 
December between 1pm and 2pm.  Alternatively, you can email grants@ageing-
better.org.uk with your specific questions and we will aim to respond. 
For more information or to apply click: https://ageing-better.org.uk/ageism-action-day-
micro-grants-age-friendly-communities 

Are you with Power NI –  
Do you Use “Perks”  

With Power NI Perks, you can unlock great 
discounts on 100s of big brands you’re al-
ready buying. Plus, it’s completely free to 
sign up. With deals on gifts, groceries and 
fashion, it’s the perfect way to treat your 
loved ones this season (or yourself!). 
Power NI Perks | Sign up (rewardgateway.co.uk)  
Power NI Perks | Welcome (rewardgateway.co.uk)  

Big savings in high street 
shops, online stores and  
on big brands! 

The Ulster-Scots Agency 
Small Events Grant  - for 
groups wishing to celebrate 
the birth of Scotland’s Bard, 
Robert Burns.  
The grant will support groups delivering 
Burns events between 1 January and 29 
February 2024. 
The maximum grant available is £1,000 
(minimum of £300). Groups are  
required to provide match funding of at 
least 25%.   

Link: https://ow.ly/Wxcb50Q8cnK 
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